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FADE | N:
| NT. JASONS ROOM - DAY

JASON, a 17-year-old student with a knack for reading non-
schol arly books. He often keeps to hinmself and stays in his
room readi ng. Today he is finishing up a project.

MARGRET, a m ddl e-aged single woman who is stern and often
seen as nean. She is Jasons' nother. She struggles with

t hi ngs she can't control and tries to take charge in any
gi ven situation

Jason is hunched over his desk listing to nmusic in his
headphones working on a math project. He doesn't hear his
not her com ng down the hall. She enters the room and touches
hi m on t he shoul der spooki ng him

MARGRET
How are we doi ng?
JASON
(startl ed)
Not too bad. How about yourself?
MARGRET
(paci ng)
Good, good.

Margret notices a suspicious stack of papers on the desk. She
noves towards them

JASON
Hey, so | was thinking-

MARGRET
VWhat's under here?

Jason | ooks at the stack of papers, and back at his nother.

JASON
Not hi ng. ..

MARGRET
Not hi ng? Are you sure?

She places her hand on the stack and so does Jason trying to
stop her. Both hands are on the stack.



JASON
Yes. |'m sure.

Magret reveals that there is a book under the papers and
grabs in right off the desk. She wal ks out of the room down
the hall. Jason Chases her.

JASON
Wait! No no no nol!

EXT. THE BACKYARD - DAY

A cl oseup of a book is seen. zoom ng out fromthe book
reveals that it is in a firepit and about to be on fire.
Jason i s wat chi ng.

Title.
| NT. JASON BASEMENT - DAY

Jason enters the basenent with a bundl e of clothing. He goes

down into the crawl space. He unwaps a book called

" SUPERMARKET and begins to read. A nontage of Jason enjoying

his book plays. Margret scares Jason again by quickly opening
up the doors to the crawl space.

JASON
Ckay! Okay! But this one is actually
pretty good.

MARGRET
( Suspi ci ous)
Real ly? Well, let ne see it then.

Jason hands over the book. She scans for a quote fromthe
book and says

MARGRET
(Quoti ng)
Who knew you could find sex, drugs,
and nurder all in aisle nine?
JASON

No! That's just the blurb on the back!

MARGRET
|'"'msorry Jason but we've had this
tal k. Your father used to read books
li ke these and now | ook where he is.



She | ooks around for a second and takes the book with her
| eavi ng Jason in the frame.

JASON
(to hinself)
| gotta find a better hiding place.

EXT. FRONT YARD - DAY

Jason is asleep in bed. He hears a |loud "clunk" aginst the
wal |l of the house and it wakes himup. He goes outside to
find his nother nowi ng the | awm. Jason sees one of his books
i nfont of the nower.

JASON
No! Pl ease stop

Jason runs after the book but Margret runs over it instantly.
Jason wal ks over and | ooks at the destroyed book.

MARGRET
Now. |If you're gonna read those un-
schol ory pieces of trash you can nove
out .

Mar gret hops back on the nower. W see Jason neke a tight
fist as she drives off.

EXT BACKYARD - DAY

Jason is relaxing by a pool reading a book. Hi s nother cones
by and gives hima glass of |enonade and he is calm He takes
a sip of the | enonade puts down the book and junps in the
pool. Once he is under the water he sees sonmething falling
down in the water. It's his book. He is again seen nmaking a
fist as the book falls to the bottom of the pool.

| NT JASONS ROOM - NI GHT

Jason is in a hurry. He is packing cloths, books, toiletries,
and noney in his bag. He takes of the plate fromhis w ndow
and hops out. He wal ks down the street and di sappears into

t he ni ght.

I NT. MARGARETS KI TCHEN - DAY

Margret goes to were the coffee machine is and sees
sonething. It is the "SUPERMARKET" book she had taken and
hi dden from Jason. It's open to a page and quote reading "
didn't yet have the nental stability to wite, but | could
read. The stories in the books transported nme to other



wor |l ds. They |l et ne becone sonmeone else. Not that | needed
any help with that, but the stories in the books actually
grounded nme. It was the power of literature.™

EXT. NEI GHBORHOOD STREET - DAY

It has been 1 nonth since Jason left. Jason is now heading
back hone. He has the same bag as when he left but he is in
tattered clothing that | ooks al nost inpossible to wear.

EXT. FRONT YARD - DAY

Jason wal ks up to front the front door and hits the doorbell.
H s nother conmes the door and the two of them hug.

MARGRET
| was so worried about you. Are you
all alright?

JASON
Yeah, I'"'mok. I'mjust glad to be back
hore.
MARGRET
Her e
She takes his stuff.
MARGRET

Way don't you get those cloths off and
t ake a shower?

JASON
Yeah. Yeah, that sounds good thanks
nom

| NT HALLWAY - DAY

Jason wal ks down the hallway as himnmom wal ks behind him He
goes into his roomand cl oses the door and she goes past
frame.

| NT BATHROOM - DAY

Jason wal ks into the bathroomwith a towel over him and turns
on the shower. He wal ks over to the toilet and lifts up the
lid. He | ooks down and sees the "SUPERVMARKET" book inside the
toilet. He takes a second and again he nakes a fist with the
book in the frane. THE END



